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9th Newsletter 2015 

Common Ground Canberra 

Welcome to the 9th newsletter of 
Common Ground Canberra 

We start this newsletter on a sad note.  
Liz Dawson OAM sadly lost her battle 
bowel cancer on 16th November 2014.  
Liz as you know was the driving force 
behind Common Ground in Canberra 
and worked tirelessly to ensure we 
began the journey to end 

homelessness in Canberra.  When 
thinking about what to say about Liz I 

could go no further than sharing the 
words of Gai Brodtmann MP shared 
with her colleagues in Parliament 
House. I quote from Hansard. 

Canberra, Australian 
Labor Party, Shadow 
Parliamentary 
Secretary for 
Defence)    

 “Last Sunday, the 

tenacious social advocate and feminist 
Liz Dawson OAM died after a long 

battle with bowel cancer. Liz leaves an 
enormous legacy, including Common 

Ground, which is supported housing 
for the homeless that she fought so 

very hard for so many years. A few 
weeks ago, ACT Chief Minister, Katy 

Gallagher, honoured the contribution 
that both Liz and her husband, Peter, 

made to the Canberra community by 

adding her to the ACT Honour Walk in 
civic. We will miss this woman terribly. 

In the foreword to her book, “Where 
is my left eyebrow: losing my eyesight 
overnight,” I wrote the following 
words: 

Liz inspires us to be the best we can 

be. To act on disadvantage. To better 
contribute to our community. To seek 

a better insight into worlds and 
experiences unknown. 

She lives every day of her life and—
through the power of her 
personality—encourages us to do the 
same. 

The deeply moving and intimate 

reflections revealed in this book 
provide us with a further insight into 

the extraordinary woman that is Liz 
Dawson—her observations on life and 

her confrontation with vision loss and 
terminal illness. The accounts—which 

are so vivid you can hear her voice—
allow us to better understand what 

drives this woman of dignity, strength, 
courage, tenacity, intelligence, 

humour and vivacity. 

And why I am honoured to call her my 
friend.” 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OAM
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_Ground
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_Ground
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ACT
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Katy_Gallagher
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Katy_Gallagher
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Update on the built form of Common 
Ground Canberra 
 

The board members, Northside 
Community Services and Argyle 

Community Housing were given an 
escorted site visit on Friday 13th 

February 2015. 
 

 
Above the progress of the built form 
Below a view of the one bedroom 

apartments and the common areas 

 
 

 
 
Our observations: We have been 

advised that the building should be 

ready to handover to Argyle Housing 
in mid-April.  It was very exciting to 
see the building and the high quality 

of the materials and the workmanship.   
 

The resident apartments are very 
spacious and all have balconies with 

amazing views of Gungahlin. 
 

The Ground floor covering reception 
and the community areas again have 

been well designed and are of an 
exceptionally high standard. 

 
The Minister highlighted in our last 

newsletter that we were fortunate to 
have organisations such as the 
Northside Community Service and 
Argyle Community Housing as part of 
this landmark project.  Northside 
Community Services brings a 
significant amount of experience in 
supporting vulnerable people and 
Argyle Community Housing is a large 
national provider of community 
housing.   
 
As the build is closer to completion 
Argyle Community Housing is holding 
information sessions to invite 
individuals who would qualify for 
affordable housing to tenants and who 

might like to call Common Ground 

Canberra their new home.  For 
information about how to apply 

contact www.argylehousing.com.au 
 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/dc95716b7fae24c1/Documents/www.argylehousing.com.au


 P a g e  | 3 

Our partners and supporters 
 
The Common Ground Australia model 

is informed by the international 
experience of Common Ground (New 

York), founded by Rosanne Haggerty 
in 1990. Common Ground operates on 

the principle that reducing 
homelessness isn’t just a public health 

or social services challenge, but a real 
estate challenge as well. 

 
The Common Ground model was first 

introduced to Australia by David Capo 
in South Australia. There are now 

Common Ground sites operating 
across Australia, providing more than 
700 units for people who have 
experienced chronic homelessness 
and low incomes. 
 
Common Ground Canberra promotes 
social inclusion and introduces 
opportunities for surrounding 
communities. We are pleased to be 
associated with the Gungahlin 
Community Council and look forward 
to building a strong and successful 
relationship with the Gungahlin 
community. 
 
You might like to view the built form 

as it emerges in “real time” to do this 

log on to: http://www.captiveye-

housingact.info/gungahlin/login.asp 
  

user:           housingact 
pwd:            3EwxV2a 

 

Or go to 
www.commongroundcanberra.org.au 

and click to the live feed 
 
How to Donate 

Send a cheque directly to Common 
Ground Canberra, GPO Box 430, 
Canberra City 2601.  Please  

provide your name and address for a 
receipt to be sent to you  
 

OR Donate to Common Ground 
Canberra through Hands Across 

Canberra - Click on the Icon:  
 

 
How you can help 
 
As a team we are looking develop 
sponsors and volunteers for the 
service providers. 

We need people involved who wish to 

see our homeless and low income 
people safely housed in their own 

home in Canberra. 

This project is very meaningful and will 
be hugely rewarding. It is already 

attracting a large number of people to 
be involved. Why not you? 

Give time, share marketing ideas, 
write stories assist with resources, 
letter box drop, or simply help spread 
the word to others in the Canberra 

community! 

Write, email or talk to your local and 
Federal member about the need to 

address homelessness in our 
community. 

If you able to assist or would like 
more information on how you could 

assist please contact  

 
Diane Kargas AM, Director 

Mobile: 0407 742 108 
Email: brayhome@tpg.com.au  

 

http://www.captiveye-housingact.info/gungahlin/login.asp
http://www.captiveye-housingact.info/gungahlin/login.asp
http://www.commongroundcanberra.org.au/
mailto:brayhome@tpg.com.au
https://www.handsacrosscanberra.org.au/donate/?id=1
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Fiona Smith du Toit, Director 
Mobile: 0416 100 84  
Email: fionasmithdutoit@gmail.com 

Join our website at: 
http://www.commongroundcanberra
.org.au 

Changes in the Common Ground 
Board 

 
The boards welcomes 

 
Carmel McGregor PSM,
 FAHRI, FIPAA, Director 

 Qualifications – BA 
(majors in psychology 
and sociology) 

University of Queensland. 

Carmel McGregor is currently an 
Adjunct Professor at the University of 

Canberra and a private consultant. She 
was formerly Deputy Secretary 

Defence People in the Department of 
Defence. 

Carmel was Australia’s representative 
and Vice Chair of the OECD’s Public 
Governance Committee from 2008-
2012.   She is a Fellow of the 
Australian Institute of Management, 
the Australian Human Resources 
Institute, and the National Fellow of 
the Institute of Public Administration 
Australia, Vice President of the 
Institute of Public Administration 
Australia in the ACT, a member of the 
Australian Institute of Training and 
Development and a member of the 
Australian Institute of Company 
Directors.  

Carmel was selected as inaugural 

Woman of Influence Public Policy in 
the Financial Review/Westpac 100 

Women of Influence.  Also in October 
2012, Carmel was awarded an ANZSIG 
Public Service Excellence Award 

Honorary Adjunct Professorship.  
Carmel is the recipient of a Public 

Service Medal in the Australia Day 
2013 Honours List and also received 

recognition by the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants for Exceptional 

Leadership and a board member of UN 
Women Australia and a member of 

ACT/Southern NSW Rugby Board 
(Brumbies)  

More Board contacts 

For further information, please 
contact the following Board members: 

Stephen Bartos, Chair 
Mobile: 0423 808 313 

Email: 
stephen.bartos@aciltasman.com.au 

Jon Lovell, Director 

Mobile: 0418 499 157 
Email: jon.lovell@ashurst.com 

 
Gwen Wilcox, Director 

Mobile: 0402 014 728 
Email: wilcox.gwen@gmail.com 

 

David Mathews, Director 
Mobile: 0412 479 063 
Email: 
david.mathews@oakton.com.au 

 
Jenny Kitchin, Director 
Mobile: 0408 835 369 
Email: jenny.kitchin@anglicare.com.au 

 
Carmel McGregor, Director 
Mobile: 0411 674 407 
Email: carmelmcgregor@hotail.com 

 

https://brayaj-my.sharepoint.com/personal/diane_ajbray_com_au/Documents/Diane/Common%20Ground/Website%20&%20Newletters/fionasmithdutoit@gmail.com
http://www.commongroundcanberra.org.au/
http://www.commongroundcanberra.org.au/
file://Drobo-FS/Storage/Diane/Common%20Ground/Website%20&%20Newletters/stephen.bartos@aciltasman.com.au
file:///C:/Users/Di/Desktop/jon.lovell@ashurst.com
mailto:wilcox.gwen@gmail.com
https://brayaj-my.sharepoint.com/personal/diane_ajbray_com_au/Documents/Diane/Common%20Ground/Website%20&%20Newletters/david.mathews@oakton.com.au
https://brayaj-my.sharepoint.com/personal/diane_ajbray_com_au/Documents/Diane/Common%20Ground/Website%20&%20Newletters/jenny.kitchin@anglicare.com.au
https://brayaj-my.sharepoint.com/personal/diane_ajbray_com_au/Documents/Diane/Common%20Ground/Website%20&%20Newletters/carmelmcgregor@hotail.com

