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Newsletter Winter 2012 

Common Ground Canberra 

Welcome to the 5th newsletter of 

Common Ground Canberra. 

Our Progress  

The extent of community support for a 
Common Ground development in 
Canberra was demonstrated at a 
community awareness event held on 
21 June.  It was attended by around 80 
community leaders from the business, 
government and community sectors 
and strongly reaffirmed the need for a 
Common Ground in Canberra.   

However, the ACT government like the 
Commonwealth is facing a tight fiscal 
situation.  For this project to go ahead, 
we need to consider innovative 
funding sources from both levels of 
government.  The recent ACT budget 
in June was unable to find the capital 
required for construction, but did 
allocate an additional $130,000 for 
planning and development work, and 
ACT Ministers have indicated that they 
continue to support the Common 
Ground model. 

 

Why do we need Common 
Ground in Canberra? 

Canberra is seen as a modern, well 
educated community with a thriving 
economy.  This might be the case for 
many Canberrans but it is not the case 
for some.   

Our Chair Stephen Bartos notes 
because of its harsh winters, 
homelessness may be less visible in 
the national capital, but it exists and is 
a real and growing problem.  Many 
not for profit agencies that deal with 
homeless people in the Australian 
Capital Territory have reported a 
marked increase in the number of 
people either homeless or with highly 
unsatisfactory temporary housing in 
recent months.  There is no facility like 
Common Ground in Canberra, and a 
clear need for one.   

The Common Ground approach is a 
partnership between community 
groups, the private sector and the 
government, to offer a supported and 
inclusive community for homeless 
individuals and families, as well as 
low-income earners.  The program 
works well with a mix of around 50 
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percent income-earning households, 
Common Ground aims to create a 
community with good role models for 
all residents, rather than a 
concentrated pocket of disadvantage.  
The development will be a secure 
facility with a 24 hour caretaker and 
security access to the building by 
residents.  It will include support 
services on site for people who have 
need for those services.  

Snow Foundation Support 
 

 
From left: Georgina Byron, Chief Executive, 
Snow Foundation; Liz Dawson, Director and 
Community Advocate; Stephen Bartos, Board 
Chair; and Diane Kargas AM, Director 
 
The Snow Foundation has been a great 
supporter of Common Ground 
Canberra their continuing support was 
acknowledged at our awareness 
raising event on 21 June, on behalf of 
the Foundation Georgina said 

“To demonstrate the trust we have in 
the model and the people behind it, I 
am thrilled to announce a Pledge – our 
most significant pledge yet, of 
$500,000 to go towards both the 
capital and the ongoing costs once 
government give it the go ahead. We 
really hope this will be a catalyst.” 

Georgina noted 

 “It’s expensive but to do 
nothing costs a lot more – both 
in dollars and in human spirit. 

 The community needs to own 
it and be proud of it. I think we 
under-estimate what 
communities can do, given the 
chance. “ 

This is an amazing and welcome 
commitment and the board looks 
forward to working with the Snow 
Foundation in the future to making 
Common Ground Canberra a reality.   

 
Report of the Government-
funded specialist 
homelessness services: 
SAAP National Data 
Collection annual report 
2009-10: Australian Capital 
Territory Summary  

The national annual report on the use 
of government-funded specialist 
homelessness services (AIHW 2011a). 
Information to aid readers in 
interpreting the data is presented in 
the national report and appendixes 
(AIHW 2011i).  

In line with the national picture, in the 
Australian Capital Territory:  

 the majority of clients were 
female  

 Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people were over-
represented relative to their 
population size  

 clients commonly sought 
support because of issues in 
their interpersonal 
relationships, such as the 
breakdown of a relationship 
with a family member, spouse 
or partner  
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 immediately following support, 
most clients were living in a 
house or flat, they were not 
employed, and their main 
source of income was a 
government pension or 
benefit.  

 Some other points of interest 
in the Australian Capital 
Territory were:  

 the rate of use of specialist 
homelessness services was 
slightly higher than the 
national average  

 the age profile of clients was 
younger than in other 
jurisdictions  

 seeking support primarily 
because of the breakdown of a 
family or other relationship 
was the highest nationally  

 the lengths of support and 
accommodation were the 
longest nationally and were far 
longer than those in other 
jurisdictions  

 clients were more often living 
in public housing before and 
after support than those in 
other jurisdictions  

 clients were more often 
employed both before and 
after support than those in 
other jurisdictions.  

Source: AIHW 2011. Government-funded 
specialist homelessness services: SAAP 
National Data Collection annual report 2009-
10: Australian Capital Territory. SAAP National 
Data Collection annual report 2009-10. Cat. 
no. HOU 242. Canberra: AIHW. Viewed 23 
August 2012 
http://www.aihw.gov.au/publication-
detail/?id=10737419224>.  

 
 

Update on our Convenor 
Elizabeth Dawson 
 
In our summer newsletter we 
reported that Liz was managing a 
number of health issues.  As an update 
and in spite of her health, Liz 
continues to lobby energetically for 
the funds and support we need to 
build our project, despite losing 95% 
of her sight last year and coming 
through six months of chemo.  Here 
she is at the Common Ground 
Canberra table at the first Homeless 
Connect Expo run at the Early Morning 
Centre in Pilgrim House, a very 
successful event to let homeless 
people know about many services to 
support them. 

Liz Dawson – Homeless Connect Expo 

 
Liz noted that “our new banner helps 
get our message across that building 
Common Ground Canberra will help to 
End Homelessness in Canberra.” 
 

Sponsorship opportunity  
 
Talks are also continuing with the ACT 
and Federal Governments about 
funding, while corporate, business and 
individual donations and services 
continue to be sought. 
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Ongoing provision for 
caretaker 
 
As a team we are looking for sponsors 
and service providers for the project 
to provide for the onsite concierge to 
keep residents, staff and the 
community safe and for a range of 
services to support the residents. 

How you can help 

We need many people involved who 
wish to see our homeless and low 
income people safely housed in their 
own home in Canberra. 

This project is very meaningful and will 
be hugely rewarding. It is already 
attracting a large number of people to 
be involved. Why not you? 

Give time, share marketing ideas, 
write stories, assist with resources, 
letter box drop, or simply help spread 
the word to others in the Canberra 
community! 

Write, email or talk to your local and 
Federal member about the need to 
address homelessness in our 
community. 

Join our website at: 
http://www.commongroundcanberra.org.au 

Please consider donating to Common 
Ground Canberra through Hands 
Across Canberra: 

 

 

Who to contact 

For further information, please 
contact the following Board members: 

Stephen Bartos, Chair 
Mobile: 0423 808 313 
Email: sbartos@srgexpert.com 

John Lovell, Director 
Mobile: 0418 499 157 
Email: jon.lovell@ashurst.com 
 
David Matthews, Director 
Mobile: 0412 479 063 
Email: david.mathews@crystalapproach.com 

Liz Dawson, Director 
Mobile: 0438 815 273 
Email: e.dawson@netspeed.com.au 

Diane Kargas AM, Director 
Mobile: 0407 742 108 
Email: brayhome@tpg.com.au  
 
Simon Rosenberg, Director 
Mobile:  0418 228 806 
Email: simon.rosenberg@northside.asn.au 

 

Jenny Kitchin, Director 
Mobile: 0448 835 369 

Email: Jenny.kitchin@anglicare.org.au 

 
Bob Wilson, Director 
Mobile: 0427 527 469 

Email: patandbob@grapevine.net.au 

 
Gwen Wilcox 
Mobile: 0402 014 728 
Email: wilcox.gwen@gmail.com 
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