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September Newsletter 2015 

Common Ground Canberra 

Welcome to the September  
Newsletter of Common Ground 
Canberra.  

 

 
Simon Rosenberg, Minister Shane 

Rattenbury, Stephen Bartos 
 

Official Opening  
Common Ground Canberra 

3rd July 2015 
Stephen Bartos, chair of the Common 
Ground Board, focused on the 
collaborative nature of the venture.   
He began, after paying respects to 
indigenous people, by thanking the 
residents of the building for allowing 
this opening ceremony to take place in 
their home.   The development is 
intended to be a safe, supported and 
permanent home for people – that’s 
fundamental to the Common Ground 
principles. 
 
Stephen outlined where this had all 
started, through the energy and 
determination of Liz Dawson.   
Although sadly Liz died last year, she 

was at the opening in spirit, and would 
have been overjoyed that the building 
had been completed to such a high 
quality standard and with such great 
support. 

 
Peter Dawson with daughters Julie 
and Kate 
The Common Ground endeavour has 
relied on volunteer support – from the 
many people who have helped in the 
building itself, and board members 
who have devoted many hours to the 
project. 
Private sector support has been vital. 
Stephen joked that if Ashurst Lawyers 
had charged us for the time spent on 
the project by partner Jon Lovell, 
Common Ground board member and 
the next chair of the board, we would 
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have been up for many thousands of 
dollars.   
 
Board members and businesses have 
donated goods and/or services to the 
project.   

One of the most outstanding has been 
IKEA, fully furnishing the rooms with 
high quality furniture and equipment.   
 
The involvement of a wide range of 
business and community groups, 
working together with the ACT 
Government has demonstrated that 
the whole of the Canberra community 
is determined to address and solve 
homelessness.  From the start 
Common Ground has had a range of 
different supporters, including 
churches that initially offered vacant 
land for the building, ACT 
homelessness support groups, and all 
sides of ACT politics:  Labor, Liberal and 
Green support has been important to 
the whole endeavour.    
 

 
 
Chief Minister Andrew Barr, Ministers 
Shane Rattenbury and Yvette Berry 
 

We have had many donors; there are 
too many to mention all by name here 
and range from large to small, 
including donations from people who 
have themselves been homeless and 
have provided small but valuable 
amounts of funding to go towards vital 
services in the building.   Stephen took 
the opportunity to remind the 
audience that it was not too late to 
donate, and we were looking to build 
Stage Two; at present we are not able 
to provide for homeless families with 
children who need the kind of services 
available at Common Ground and we 
are keen to fill this gap.  
 
The success of Common Ground also 
relied fundamentally on a donation of 
$500,000 from the Snow Foundation.  
It was a vital catalyst that convinced 
both the government and other 
community organisations that the 
Common Ground approach was sound, 
and the development was really viable 
and could be done.      
 
Common Ground only helps one 
segment of the homeless population of 
the ACT.  We have a large problem, 
and many other actions are needed if 
we are to solve it.  The Common 
Ground board will continue to work 
with the ACT Government on the next 
stage of the project, and in 
collaboration with other community 
groups who are working elsewhere.  It 
is only one part of the solution, and we 
still have a way to go; however, the key 
message from the opening of the 
building is one of hope.  There were 
doubters who thought it would never 
happen, that it was just a dream.  It is 
now a reality.  It gives hope and 
encouragement to the people living 
here, some of whom thought they 
would never find a permanent home.  
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Just as importantly, it gives hope to the 
whole community that by working 
together we can find solutions for 
homelessness in Canberra.  

 
A HUGE THANK YOU 

To our Supporters and Donors  
of goods and services 

 
How do we start to thank all those who 
have helped Common Ground 
Canberra become a reality? 
 
There were the businesses, 
government agencies, politicians, 
community groups and interested 
individuals who listened to the stories 
told by Liz Dawson OAM and her fellow 
board members.   
 
Special mention for Georgina Byron of 
the Snow Foundation who embraced 
the concept and supported us in the 
early days with seed funding and 
followed that up with a grant for 
$500,000, we are now working closely 
with the Snow Foundation to further 
the work of common ground. 
 
Then there are the amazing individuals 
who have given their support through 
volunteering their time, their talent 
and their treasure we are most 
grateful to you all as without your 
support we wouldn’t be where we are 
today.  Many of you don’t want to be 
named and we respect that, you know 
who you are and we are so proud of 
your ongoing commitment to ending 
homelessness in Canberra. 
 
Our special thanks to the ACT and 
Commonwealth Governments and to 
all the Minister’s and government 
officials for listening and agreeing to 
fund the housing project.   St Hilliers 
the builders, the ACT Government 

staff, David Collett, Franko Frino, Rajah 
Sivkumar and Michelle Anderson for 
their project management, governance 
and unfailing support. We see this 
partnership as the beginning not the 
end. 
 
IKEA Canberra Mark Mitchinson your 
insight and the ongoing commitment 
of yourself and your staff has been 
exceptional.  All those who visit 
Common Ground, including the new 
residents, love the look and feel of 
IKEA and it starts from the moment 
you walk through the front door.  We 
look forward to a strong ongoing 
partnership in the future. 
Pandora’s at St Phillips Anglican 
Church O’Connor who financially 
supported the purchase of toasters 
and kettles for apartments and the 
Common Room.  
Harris Scarfe for providing goods at a 
great discounted rate. 
Domayne Canberra for providing the 
TV’s and Microwaves at a hugely 
discounted rate, for storing and 
delivering them at the end of the 
project, and your continued support. 
The Australian Sports Institute for 
providing administration furniture and 
again keeping it safe for many months 
until the completion of the building 
works. 
Department of the Prime Minister and 
Cabinet for their offer of furniture for 
the project and storage and delivery to 
us. 
Winning Appliances for the two large 
TV’s for the common room and the 
board room. 
Adrian Bray for the shared equipment 
for the residents, vacuum cleaners, 
steam mops, irons and ironing boards. 
Alleasing Sydney for their donation of 
computers for use in the Common 
Area. 
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Australian Nursing and Midwifery for 
providing the conference room and 
office furniture and the leather chairs. 
Canberra Quilters Quilts for Others 
program has made over 60 quilts for 
the residents. This means so much to 
the new residents. 
Country Women’s Association support 
and donations to assist with the needs 
of the Community kitchen. 
Jindeera Communications Judy Ford 
for redesigning and maintaining our 
website. 
Uniting Church Gungahlin Rev Mark 
Faulkner and volunteers for providing 
the welcome packs for residents. These 
are a great hit, as well as your 
invitation for residents to attend the 
Mustard Seed Pantry on Thursday. 
Fundraising volunteers those that 
meet regularly as the fundraising 
group, thank you for your wisdom and 
support at functions and events. 
Finally for the IKEA Challenge 
volunteers led by Fiona Smith du Toit, 
what an amazing group of committed 
individuals who worked tirelessly over 
weeknights and weekends with great 
artistic flare together with your allen 
keys, drills and persistence to put 
together all the furniture. 
 
Welcome to our new Administration 
Officer 

 
The boards welcomes Sheree Bamforth 

Being a 
Gungahlin 
resident, Sheree 
has watched the 
development of 
the Common 
Ground project 
in Canberra from 

its inception with much anticipation 
and is thrilled the Board was able to 
secure a location in her community.  

By way of a little history, Sheree was 
raised in country New South Wales in a 
mining town where people work hard, 
play hard and have a very strong sense 
of community. However, she is well 
accustomed to big city living and the 
disconnection from community that 
this can bring, having lived and worked 
previously in Sydney, London, 
Singapore and Toronto. Sheree has 35 
years’ experience in general office, 
administration and accounting gained 
in the building and construction, retail, 
banking, hospitality and tertiary 
education industries, including 
positions held at a senior management 
level.   

Sheree has also held positions on the 
Boards of a not-for-profit Arts 
organisation, a community drug action 
team, a business association and a 
government funded mobile children’s 
service. In addition, she operates 2 
businesses of her own and has 
extensive experience in mentoring 
others when establishing their own 
small business - to assist them to 
realise their goal for self-employment 
and work-life balance while doing 
something that they love.  

Sheree is passionate about working 
within the community sector and 
strongly believes in contributing her 
skills and time to the improvement of 
peoples’ lives and their wellbeing. 
Common Ground is an extraordinary 
model with proven success and Sheree 
is very excited to have this opportunity 
to contribute to Common Ground 
Canberra and its residents.  
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Sheree will be working part-time for 
the Common Ground Board and can be 
contacted on the following: 

Mobile: 0419 471 200 
Email: sheree.bamforth@gmail.com  
 

How you can help 
 
As a team we are looking to develop a 
database of sponsors and volunteers 
who would like to contribute their 
time, resources and talent to assist our 
service providers, Argyle Community 
Housing and Northside Community 
Services. 
 
If you think you would like to be 
involved or like more information on 
how you can assist, please contact: 

 
Sheree Bamforth 
Administration Officer 
Mobile: 0419 471 200  
Email: sheree.bamforth@gmail.com 
 
Diane Kargas AM, Director 
Mobile: 0407 742 108 
Email: diane@ajbray.com.au 

Visit our website at: 
http://www.commongroundcanberra.
org.au 

We would love to know your areas of 
talent and the time you might have, 
we are looking for support for 
interested people to work with the 
residents in the community garden, 
art classes, photography classes, 
cooking just to name a few, if this 
interests you please contact us. 
 

 
Board Contacts 

For further information, please contact 
the following Board members: 

Stephen Bartos, Chair 
Mobile: 0423 808 313 
Email: 
stephen.bartos@webone.com.au  

Jon Lovell, Director 
Mobile: 0418 499 157 
Email: jon.lovell@ashurst.com 
 
David Mathews, Director 
Mobile: 0412 479 063 
Email: david.mathews@oakton.com.au 
 
Bob Wilson, Director 
Phone: 02 6231 8609 
Email: patandbob@grapvine.net.au 
 
Carmel McGregor, Director 
Mobile: 0411 674 407 
Email: carmelmcgregor@hotail.com 
 
How to Donate 
Send a cheque directly to Common 
Ground Canberra, GPO Box 430, 
Canberra City 2601.  Please provide 
your name and address for a receipt to 
be sent to you  
 
OR Donate to Common Ground 
Canberra through Hands Across 
Canberra - Click on the Icon: 
 

mailto:sheree.bamforth@gmail.com
mailto:sheree.bamforth@gmail.com
mailto:diane@ajbray.com.au
http://www.commongroundcanberra.org.au/
http://www.commongroundcanberra.org.au/
mailto:stephen.bartos@webone.com.au
file:///C:/Users/Di/Desktop/jon.lovell@ashurst.com
https://brayaj-my.sharepoint.com/personal/diane_ajbray_com_au/Documents/Diane/Common%20Ground/Website%20&%20Newletters/david.mathews@oakton.com.au
https://brayaj-my.sharepoint.com/personal/diane_ajbray_com_au/Documents/Diane/Common%20Ground/Website%20&%20Newletters/carmelmcgregor@hotail.com
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https://www.handsacrosscanberra.org.au/donate/?id

