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7th Newsletter 2013 

 

From the Board 
 
On 29 July 2013 the Federal and ACT 
Governments announced joint funding 
of $14m towards the construction of a 
Common Ground development in 
Canberra. 
 

Since the announcement the ACT 
Government has made rapid progress 
towards construction of a Common 
Ground building in Gungahlin. A site 
next to the Gungahlin town centre has 
been allocated. This is a very well 
situated location – close to public 
transport and shops, and other 
community facilities. It is right next to 
the site for a medical centre. 
 

The development is likely to have 
around 40 units (noting that design 
and architectural work is not yet 
finished). Half of these will be for 
formerly homeless people and the 
other half for low income tenants. 
 

As part of its funding agreements with 
the Commonwealth the ACT 
Government encouraged a community 
housing provider, Argyle Housing, to 
put in a bid for National Rental 
Affordability Scheme (NRAS) funding 
for tenants. As part of that bid, and in 
an extremely short timeframe, the 
ACT Government agreed that Argyle 
would be the tenancy manager of the 
development. Common Ground 

Canberra was not involved with this 
decision, but reports from their other 
projects indicate Argyle will do a good 
job. The tenancy manager will be 
responsible for things like collection of 
rents, repairs and maintenance, 
garbage collection and similar 
services. You can find out more about 
Argyle on their website, 
argylehousing.com.au. 
 

The important role of service provider 
has been awarded to Northside 
Community Service. Their site is 
www.northside.asn.au. They will 
provide the wraparound counseling, 
advice and other services that will help 
formerly homeless people in the 
development. Northside already has 
considerable experience in both 
housing and in welfare services, and is 
locally based. They are strong 
supporters of the Common Ground 
model and have an excellent 
understanding of what will be needed 
to make it work. 
 

The ACT Government has already 
selected Architects through a limited 
tender process via its panel of pre-
approved architect services providers. 
The Architects, Collins Caddaye, have 
been briefed on the principles and 
requirements of the Common Ground 
model. They are paying particular 
attention to the safety features of the 
building, areas that will allow on-site 

http://argylehousing.com.au/
http://www.northside.asn.au/
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service provision, and high quality 
design features to make this a very 
attractive building. They have been 
briefed to ensure that the site includes 
an attractive community garden, 
which many Common Ground 
supporters are very interested in 
helping develop. 
 

The next steps are finalising the 
design, then on to the building stage! 
The ACT Government has sought 
expressions of interest from builders 
in a public process. This is to ensure 
that things can move quickly once the 
architectural work is complete. 
 

And all of that is just the physical side 
of Common Ground. There has also 
been a huge amount of ongoing 
community interest in the project, 
offers of help, and great financial 
support. The Fundraising group has 
been doing a wonderful job 
encouraging donations. Everything is 
now well on track to ensure that we 
have a Common Ground development 
in Canberra by the end of 2014. 

 

Congratulations Elizabeth 
Dawson OAM 
 

 
 

Liz Dawson, founder of Common 
Ground Canberra, was recognised in 
the 2013 Queen’s Birthday Honours 
List receiving The Medal of the Order 
of Australia for her tireless work in 
providing assistance for homeless 
people and families of the ACT. 

Winter Bed Vigil 
 

 
According to the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics, the rate of homelessness in 
Canberra has jumped 70% in the last 5 
years and is now the second highest 
rate of homelessness in Australia. 
 

Australia’s leading arts and social 
change company, BIG hART in 
collaboration with Centenary of 
Canberra and Medicare Local with 
support from Common Ground 
Canberra and Canberra Theatre Centre 
presented the Winter Bed Vigil. 
 

On August 15th in Civic Square, Big 
hART set up an interactive multi-
media installation in the form of a 
large four-poster bed. The bed was 
occupied for four days and three 
nights by artists, politicians, activists, 
celebrities, housing advocates and 
members of the public, highlighting 
the issue of homelessness in Canberra. 
 

Local stories highlighting different 
experiences of homelessness in 
Canberra and Big hART’s Knot@Home 
series were screened offering a space 
to start a conversation about 
homelessness. 
 

The Winter Bed Vigil was opened by 
Holly Rankin-Smith for Big hART. Liz 
Dawson spoke at the launch about the 
inspiration to found Common Ground 
Canberra. There were also speakers 
from activist groups who shared their 
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stories about homelessness including 
bushfire survivor Jane Smyth. 
 

Big Issue vendor Deb Bult cut the 
ribbon on the bed, officially opening 
the Winter Bed Vigil for 2013. 
 

Ms Bult said she had been homeless 
many times in her life. ''It's not an easy 
thing to be and if I can do something 
to help one person not be homeless, 
that's great,'' she said. 
 

We would like to thank Robyn Archer 
and the Centenary of Canberra team 
for their commissioning of this project. 
Also, thank you to Holly Rankin-Smith 
and the team at Big hART for working 
tirelessly to make it all happen. 
 

To all of you that volunteered at all 
hours of the day and night in the 
Canberra winter, an enormous THANK 
YOU! CGC volunteers created an 
infectious vibe with their smiles. 
 

Your amazing efforts helped raise in 
excess of $7,000 from the event. 
 

 
 
Jane Smyth, Deb Bult and Geoff Pryor at the 
Winter Bed Vigil launch. 

 

Centenary Number Plate 
 

To mark Canberra's 100th birthday, 
Canberra Centenary has donated a 
number of commemorative number 
plates to not-for-profit and community 
organisations around Canberra for 
fundraising purposes with 20% of the 

money raised to go to the Dollars for 
Dili. 
 

Only 100 special Centenary number 
plates have been produced by the 
Centenary of Canberra – and Common 
Ground Canberra has been fortunate 
enough to obtain one of these Limited 
Edition Centenary of Canberra 
Number Plate to raise funds. 
 

"These number plates give the public 
the chance to support a good cause 
both locally and in our sister city of 
Dili, while, at the same time, take a 
home a special piece of centenary 
memorabilia," the Chief Minister said. 
 

ACT Labor very generously auctioned 
the C075 number plate at their 40th 
Anniversary Dinner on November 13th 
and raised $1700. Common Ground 
would like to congratulate the winner 
and thank everyone who made a bid. 

 
Older Women and 
Homelessness 
 

The National Council for Women held 
a seminar on 31 October 2013 ‘Older 
Women and Homelessness’, where 
speakers addressed the causes of 
homelessness; the situation in the 
ACT; and solutions for the future. 
 

The seminar was opened by ACT 
Minister for Housing, Shane 
Rattenbury MLA who discussed the 
issue of homelessness in our 
community including the under 
reporting of women in the homeless 
sector and the reduction in funding 
and the issues it raises. 
 

Other speakers included Helen Daly-
Fisher from Equality Rights Alliance, Jo 
O’Sullivan from the Canberra Housing 
Association, Marcia Williams, 
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Executive Director for Women’s 
Centre for Health Matters, Carol 
Brenda from the Women’s Legal 
Centre, Sue Sheridan from FirstPoint, 
Chris Redmond, Chin Wong from ACT 
Multicultural Association, Alice 
Tibbitts from ACT Housing, Susan 
Helyar from ACTCOSS, Terri Stiller 
from the Argyle Community Housing 
Ltd, Heather Douglas from Abbyfield 
Society ACT, Leigh Watson from ACT 
Shelter and Frances Crimmins from 
YWCA. 
 

Low paying jobs, relationship 
breakdown or insufficient savings have 
been identified as common causes of 
homelessness among older women 
which is part of a hidden problem in 
the capital. 
 

The 2011 census broadened its 
classification to include individuals 
who were couch-surfing or living in 
overcrowded housing. 
 

The ACT government recently granted 
$20,000 to ACT Shelter to undertake a 
study to specifically identify the 
housing gaps for older women. 
 

In addition to addressing the needs of 
women earning low or middle 
incomes, ACT Shelter executive officer 
Leigh Watson said the research would 
examine the predominance of family 
and domestic violence as a cause of 
women's homelessness. 
 

National Council of Women ACT vice-
president Ms Findlater-Smith said 
research into the issue was needed in 
order to develop policies and alter 
services across the capital. 
 

Somewhere safe to call home: Violence 
against women during homelessness 
2009 by Associate Professor Suellen 
Murray, RMIT.  Click here to read. 

Thank you for supporting 
Common Ground Canberra 
 

How you can help 
 

As a not-for-profit organisation, 
Common Ground Canberra relies on 
the financial support of government, 
businesses, foundations and 
individuals. 
 

Please visit our website for ways that 
you can help. 
www.commongroundcanberra.org.au 
 

 
How you can Donate 
 

To donate to Common Ground 
Canberra through Hands Across 
Canberra - Click on the Icon: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Who to contact 

For further information, please 
contact the following Board members: 

Stephen Bartos, Chair 
Mobile: 0423 808 313 
stephen.bartos@aciltasman.com.au 

Jon Lovell, Director 
Mobile: 0418 499 
157jon.lovell@ashurst.com 

Diane Kargas AM, Director 
Mobile: 0407 742 108 
brayhome@tpg.com.au 

http://handsacrosscanberra.org.au/give/browse/?id=133
http://mams.rmit.edu.au/erqefkaupt71.pdf
http://www.commongroundcanberra.org.au/
file://Drobo-FS/Storage/Diane/Common%20Ground/Website%20&%20Newletters/stephen.bartos@aciltasman.com.au
file:///C:/Users/Di/Desktop/jon.lovell@ashurst.com
mailto:brayhome@tpg.com.au

