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8th Newsletter 2014 

Common Ground Canberra 

Welcome to the 8th newsletter of 
Common Ground Canberra. 

Common Ground Canberra has 
becomes a reality in Gungahlin.   
St Hilliers won the contract to build 
the complex with designs that were 
developed by Collins Caddaye 
Architects.  The project is due for 
completion in December 2014. 
 
 

 
 
Canberra moves closer to a Common 
Ground 

 
Two of Canberra’s 
respected housing 
and community 
service 

organisations were today announced 
as part of the Common Ground 
Canberra team. 
 
Minister for Housing Shane 
Rattenbury said that Northside 
Community Service had won the 
tender to provide services to residents 
of the Common Ground community 
while Argyle 
Community Housing had secured the 
role of tenancy manager. 
 
“Having organisations such as the 
Northside Community Service and 
Argyle Community Housing as part of 
this landmark project is great news for 
Canberra,” Mr Rattenbury said. 
“Northside brings a significant amount 
of experience in supporting vulnerable 
people while Argyle is a large national 
provider of community housing with 
an excellent reputation in its field.” 
 
Mr Rattenbury said that having the 
two organisations on board at an early 
stage would ensure they had input 
into the design of the site and the 
suite of support offered to residents. 
 
A Home for the Homeless – Eiren 
Black 
 
On December 20th 2013 an official 
Turning the Sod ceremony launched 
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the construction on what will be a 
highly innovative local project 
supporting people in our community 
experiencing long-term homelessness.   
located in Gungahlin, the Common 
Ground Canberra development will be 
a 40-unit site of which half will be for 
long-term homeless Canberrans and 
the remainder affordable housing for 
people on low-incomes. 
 
Common Ground Canberra aims to 
create a community with positive role 
models for all residents, rather than a 
concentrated pocket of disadvantage. 
Common Ground Canberra ensures an 
integrated social mix of tenants (with 
50 per cent of tenants who previously 
experienced homelessness and 50 per 
cent of persons on low incomes). 
 
A vibrant social mix will reduce the 
stigma for tenants and promotes 
community through diversity of 
interests and backgrounds. This mix is 
intended to foster a belief in the 
possibility of change and create a 
viable community. 
 
The development will provide a safe, 
high quality place to live and the 
support services and security required 
to keep them housed, healthy and 
stable. 
 
It is these most at risk and 
marginalised Canberrans who are the 
focus of Common Ground Canberra’s 
work. 
 
24 hour caretaker and security 
features will ensure the Common 
Ground Canberra development is as 
safe as possible and is a secure place 
to live. 
 

Supportive living coordinates the two 
essential elements in ending 
homelessness by providing 
permanent, affordable and safe 
housing together with long-term 
tailored support services. Supportive 
living gets people housed and keeps 
people housed. 
 
Common Ground Canberra represents 
a truly community-wide attempt to 
address homelessness. In 2013 the 
Commonwealth and ACT 
Governments announced joint funding 
for the Common Ground Canberra 
initiative, with land being provided in 
the Gungahlin Town Centre. 
 
Two of Canberra’s respected housing 
and community service organisations 
have been announced as part of the 
Common Ground Canberra team. 
Northside Community Service has won 
the tender to provide services to 
residents of the Common Ground 
community while Argyle Community 
Housing has secured the role of 
tenancy manager. 
 
Northside brings a significant amount 
of experience in supporting vulnerable 
people while Argyle is a large national 
provider of community housing with 
an excellent reputation in its field. 
 
Having the two organisations on board 
at an early stage will ensure they have 
input into the design of the site and 
the suite of support offered to 
residents. 
 
The Common Ground Australia model 
is informed by the international 
experience of Common Ground (New 
York), founded by Rosanne Haggerty 
in 1990. Common Ground operates on 
the principle that reducing 
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homelessness isn’t just a public health 
or social services challenge, but a real 
estate challenge as well. 
 
The Common Ground model was first 
introduced to Australia by David Capo 
in South Australia. There are now 
Common Ground sites operating 
across Australia, providing more than 
700 units for people who have 
experienced chronic homelessness 
and low incomes. 
 
Common Ground Canberra promotes 
social inclusion and introduces 
opportunities for surrounding 
communities. We are pleased to be 
associated with the GCC and looks 
forward to building a strong and 
successful relationship with the 
Gungahlin community. 
 
LIZ DAWSON’ S BOOK 

 
In “Where 
is my left 
eyebrow: 
Losing my 
sight 
overnight” 

Liz Dawson shares her story of 
adapting and thriving after losing her 
sight overnight.  Liz discusses 
strategies she used to adjust to her 
new world as well as practical tips and 
suggestions. Her family, friends and 
doctors have also shared their 
thoughts and valuable information 
which may help others in similar 
situations. This uplifting book will be 
useful reading for people with 
disability, their families and friends, 
doctors and anyone wanting to change 
attitudes to people with disability.  A 
$1 from the sale of every book will 
benefit Common Ground Canberra 
 

Where is my left eyebrow was  
launched by Katy Gallagher Chief 
Minister on 24th July 2014 the 
Reception Room, ACT Legislative 
Assembly. 
 
If you are interested in purchasing a 
book please contact Kate Dawson 
email address 
kate.dawson@homemail.com.au or ph 
045030650 for further details. 
 
Quilts and Roses Raffle drawn 7 
March 2014 

 
The ACT Quilters Association kindly    

donated 4 
handmade 
quilts to 
Common 
Ground 
Canberra 

requesting that they be part of a 
raffle.  Frances Rose also donated 3 
Clea Roses to support the raffle. 
 
The raffle was drawn on 7 March 2014 
in the boardroom of the Canberra 
Museum & Gallery, London Circuit 
Canberra, by Senator the Hon Kate 
Lundy, Mrs Elizabeth Dawson OAM, 
Ms Harriet Elvin, Ms Francis Rose and 
Mr Ross Dunn, MC Ms Diane Kargas 
AM. 
 

 
 
The winning tickets were: 
1st  No 2653 Heather Holland 
2nd  No 1772 Michelle Wilson 

mailto:kate.dawson@homemail.com.au
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3rd   No 1773 Michelle Wilson 
4th No 05954 Caroline 

Scowcroft 
5th  No 0721 Therese Penders 
6th  No 2698 Bill Elias 
7th  No 1643 Chris Purdon 
 
The Board sincere thanks go to ACT 
Quilters, Frances Rose and a special 
thanks to Meredith Hinchliffe for 
organising the raffle and making it 
such a great success. 
 
Fundraising Support from The Green 
Shed, April 2014  

 

Elaine Stanford and Sandie Parkes 
from The Green Shed presenting a 
cheque for $10,000 to Stephen Bartos 
and Diane Kargas  The Green Shed 
holds a charity day on the last 
Wednesday of each month Common 
Ground Canberra was very pleased to 
be chosen as the charity of choice for 
April 2014. 
 
Thank you for supporting Common 
Ground Canberra 
 
Donations to Common Ground 
Canberra will be used to provide 
housing and support services for 
people experiencing, or at risk of, 
homelessness. It will be used in the 
furnishings and fit out of Common 
Ground residential units at Gungahlin 
and/or for the provision of caretaker 

support services to the residents who 
are housed there. 
 
More information about the Common 
Ground Canberra project can be found 
at 
www.commongroundcanberra.org.au 
 
You might also like to watch the build 
form emerging in “live time” to do 
this log on to: http://www.captiveye-

housingact.info/gungahlin/login.asp 
  
user:           housingact 
pwd:            3EwxV2a 

 
How to Donate 
Send a cheque directly to 
GreaterGood, The Capital Region 
Community Foundation for the 
Common Ground Gift Fund, attention 
to the Public Trustee of the ACT, PO 
Box 221, Civic Square, ACT, 2608.  
 
Provide your name and address for a 
receipt to be sent OR Donate to 
Common Ground Canberra through 
Hands Across Canberra - Click on the 
Icon:  
 
 
 
 
 
How you can help 
 
As a team we are looking for sponsors 
and service providers for the project 
to provide for the onsite concierge to 
keep residents, staff and the 
community safe and for a range of 
services to support the residents. 

We need many people involved who 
wish to see our homeless and low 
income people safely housed in their 
own home in Canberra. 

http://www.commongroundcanberra.org.au/
http://www.captiveye-housingact.info/gungahlin/login.asp
http://www.captiveye-housingact.info/gungahlin/login.asp
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This project is very meaningful and will 
be hugely rewarding. It is already 
attracting a large number of people to 
be involved. Why not you? 

Give time, share marketing ideas, 
write stories assist with resources, 
letter box drop, or simply help spread 
the word to others in the Canberra 
community! 

Write, email or talk to your local and 
Federal member about the need to 
address homelessness in our 
community. 

If you able to assist or would like 
more information on how you could 
assist please contact  

 
Diane Kargas AM, Director 
Mobile: 0407 742 108 
Email: brayhome@tpg.com.au  
 
Fiona Smith du Toit, Director 
Mobile: 0416 100 84  
Email: fionasmithdutoit@gmail.com 

Join our website at: 
http://www.commongroundcanberra
.org.au 

Changes in the Common Ground 
Board 

 
Liz Dawson recently resigned her role 
on the board due to her failing health.  
Liz has been the power house behind 
the project and her legacy will be 
ongoing. 
 
Bob Wilson has also resigned due to 
family commitments, Bill like Liz has 
been with the board from its early 
days and his advice and support has 
been very invaluable. 

 
The Board welcomes the 
appointment of Ms Fiona Smith du 

Toit is a qualified Architect and 
Program Manager with over 16 years 
experience in the design, delivery and 
management of major projects and 
event infrastructure.  She has worked 
with top tier Australian architectural 
practices and international 
organisations, including Olympic and 
Asian Game Organising Committees. 
 Fiona has provided leadership across 
all levels of operation and has the 
proven ability to balance competing 
demands, unify stakeholders and 

deliver within budget. Fiona’s 
expertise has been invaluable 
during the development of build 
ensuring that the needs of the 
residents are paramount. 
 

Board contacts 

For further information, please 
contact the following Board members: 

Stephen Bartos, Chair 
Mobile: 0423 808 313 
Email: 
stephen.bartos@aciltasman.com.au 

Jon Lovell, Director 
Mobile: 0418 499 157 
Email: jon.lovell@ashurst.com 
 
Gwen Wilcox, Director 
Mobile: 0402 014 728 
Email: wilcox.gwen@gmail.com 
 
David Mathews, Director 
Mobile: 0412 479 063 
Email: 
david.mathews@oakton.com.au 
 
Jenny Kitchin, Director 
Mobile: 0408 835 369 
Email: jenny.kitchin@anglicare.com.au 
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http://www.commongroundcanberra.org.au/
http://www.commongroundcanberra.org.au/
file://Drobo-FS/Storage/Diane/Common%20Ground/Website%20&%20Newletters/stephen.bartos@aciltasman.com.au
file:///C:/Users/Di/Desktop/jon.lovell@ashurst.com
wilcox.gwen@gmail.com
david.mathews@oakton.com.au
jenny.kitchin@anglicare.com.au

