
 

 

HOW ARE WE GOING WITH OUR HOUSING PROJECT? 

Hello Canberrans!  

Thank you for expressing interest in the progress of A Canberra Housing Proposal (based 

on the Common Ground model).  

What is the Project about?  

Canberra has a growing problem with homeless people, and refuges are often full. The 

project aims to help end chronic homelessness, by housing people and giving them the 

support they need to stay housed. The Common Ground model of supported housing has been 

proven to provide permanent, safe, high quality and supportive housing for low income 

and homeless people, and we in Canberra can do it too. 

Common Ground housing has been established in Adelaide and Melbourne and is in progress 

in New South Wales, Tasmania, Western Australia and Brisbane. A national Common 

Ground Alliance has been formed, with Therese Rein as Patron. We are waiting for 

permission from Roseanne Haggerty, founder of Common Ground in New York, to use the 

name Common Ground Canberra for our project.  

What will it look like?  

The project will house a 50:50 balance of people on low incomes with formerly homeless 

people. Safety and support for all residents will be provided through a 24/7 concierge, social 

workers on site who can link people to the services they need, and a strong sense of social 

inclusion. Design issues are still being worked through, but we are considering a complex of 

up to 100 units, with space for counselling and community activities.  

The holistic support provided through the Common Ground model stabilises peoples’ lives, 

improves health, facilitates employment opportunities, and reduces costs to the service 

system. US research has found that the cost of accommodation for a tenant in a Common 

Ground site is around $40 per night, compared to $54 for a shelter, $164 for a prison cell or 

$1,185 for an emergency hospital bed.  

Committee  

A Committee was formed in April 2010, and consists of a range of public, private and 

community representatives. It is chaired by Stephen Bartos (Director, LECG International), 



and is attended by Peter Sandeman (CEO Anglicare), Captain Jennifer Wheatley (The 

Salvation Army), Jon Lovell (Blake Dawson), Neil Finch (Housing Advisor for ACT 

Minister Joy Burch), Simon Rosenberg (Deputy CEO Alcohol and Drug Foundation), Jeffrey 

Dalton (CEO ACT Shelter), Liz Dawson (The Salvation Army volunteer) and David 

Mathews (Director, Crystal Approach). The Patron of Common Ground ACT is Chief Justice 

Terence Higgins.  
 
Progress to Date 

Discussions are being held with the ACT Government and the Federal government about 

funding for the project. Funds will also be sought from the community and business.  

We are waiting to hear about a potential site for the building. A developer of other Common 

Ground projects has offered to construct our housing at cost, as they are doing in three other 

states. Our project will go out to tender.  

We will send a report separately from Common Ground Alliance Executive Officer Jennie 

Churchill, and the latest information about Elizabeth Street Melbourne Common Ground.  

Donations received to date  

The Snow Foundation has donated $10,000 to enable us to do a proof of concept stage, and 

two donations of $1,000 from private donors are currently held by the Greater Good 

Community Foundation Gift Fund on our behalf.  

Future Plans  

A Canberra Housing Proposal will shortly be incorporated as a company limited by 

guarantee. Blake Dawson is assisting to incorporate and preparing a Business Plan. A Fund 

Raising Group has met, and presentations have been given to peak service provider groups to 

inform them and gain cooperation.  

Would you like to help?  

If you’d like to help, it would be great to hear from you. We’ll need to have lots of people 

involved to see our homeless and low income people safely housed in their own home in 

Canberra.  

You can join one of our working groups, donate, give time, share marketing ideas, write 

stories, talk to everyone about it, give resources e.g. printing, videos, and enthuse others!  

Contact Liz, Stephen, David or someone else on the Committee and we will get back to you.  

 


